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Sick dog? Unleash your 
healing powers 


VARIETY 


150 YEARS 


TOP NEWS 


READY TO 
POUNCE 
ON FLYNN 


Trump lawyers 
plan to go after 
ex-adviser’s cred- 
ibility if he accuses 
the president. A4 


ISIS seizes on 
U.S. gun laws 
Muslims urged to 
easily arm them- 
selves to carry out 
terror attacks. A5 


Vegas bolsters 
eve’s security 
National Guard 
members will join 
police to safely 
ring in 2018. A2 


FEMA sells off 
shelter trailers 
Despite demands 
in disaster zones, 
units dropped. A6 


LOCAL NEWS 


Mpls. schools 
slash sports 
Budget cutbacks 
are prompting 
complaints from 
parents. B1 


New court date 
for shot man 
Hearing set for 
man hurt at Mpls. 
City Hall as family 
loses patience. B1 


Cops welcome 
shift in shifts 
More cities are 
going to 12-hour 
work stretches for 
police forces. B1 


SPORTS 


Granlund gets 
Wild winner 
Power-play goal in 
second period keys 
4-2 victory over 
Dallas. C1 


Wolves blow 
lead, win in OT 
Jimmy Butler 
scores 39in win 
over Denver. C1 


BUSINESS 


MOA eatery 
shutting doors 
Tucci Benucch, an 
original mall ten- 
ant, is closing after 
25 years. D1 


VARIETY 


Catching up on 
stories of °17 
Columnist Gail 
Rosenblum revisits 
memorable tales 
and people. E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 


Tweets will return 
to their former 
ephemeral state 

as the Library of 
Congress stops 
archiving them. A5 


A 1887-2017 


Vikings victory Sunday 
would be doubly sweet 
SPORTS 


Stariribun 


12° SP -2 
A bit warmer, with 1-3 
inches of snow. B6 


No stop to the housing starts 


Twin Cities likely to see high demand, prices continue into 2018. 


By JIM BUCHTA 
jim.buchta@startribune.com 


New house and apartment 
construction soared in Decem- 
ber, ending a year to remember 
in Twin Cities residential real 
estate. 

There was a 36-percent 
increase in single-family con- 
struction permits this month, 
with apartment developments 
experiencing a similar gain, 
Housing First Minnesotaand the 


Builders Association of the Twin 
Cities reported Wednesday. 
And for the full year, build- 
ers throughout the metro area 
pulled 6,113 permits to build 
13,436 houses and rental units, 
the most since 2005, the trade 
groups said. Compared to last 
year, that represents al4-percent 
increase in permits and a36-per- 
cent increase in total units. 
“Everyone was flat-out busy,” 
said Bob Michels, president of 
Housing First Minnesota and a 


Twin Cities builder. “It felt like 
the good old days.” 

Demand for rentals has been 
stronger than for single-family 
houses for the eight years since 
the 2007-09 recession, but this 
year builders scrambled for 
both types of construction. 

Through November, there 
were just under 5,000 sales 
of newly built homes in the 
metro, according to the Min- 
neapolis Area Association of 

See PERMITS on A8 > 


Twin Cities residential 
building permits, 2009-2017 
13,436 


Permitted units 


2,599 
a E E a E N 
2009 2017 
Source: Builders Association 
of the Twin Cities 

RAY GRUMNEY : Star Tribune 


PROPERTY OWNERS 


RACE TO PREPAY T 


AXES 


Joe Antonucci waited to prepay his property taxes Wednesday. In Hennepin County, 500 people a day are paying in person. 


Story by DAVID CHANEN 


Photo by JERRY HOLT ° Star Tribune staff 


In county tax offices Wednesday 
across Minnesota, long lines snaked 
from counters and urgent phone calls 
poured in from that rarest of all crea- 
tures: Property owners who wanted 


to pay their taxes early. 


“It’s a last shot at the deduction,” 
said Mark Chapin, director of Henne- 
pin County’s Resident and Real Estate 
Services. “The demand to prepay is 
something we’ve never seen before 
and don’t expect to happen again.” 

The rush was prompted by the 
newly enacted federal tax law that, 
after Jan. 1, will cap the annual state 
and local tax deduction at $10,000. 

That’s a change that could cost 
some taxpayers thousands of dollars. 
And it’s the reason why Hennepin 


THINKING ABOUT 
PREPAYING TAXES? 
The new tax bill limits the 
amount of state and local tax 
payments people can deduct 
from their taxes beginning 
in 2018. As aresult, home- 
owners across the country 
are rushing to pay their 2018 
property taxes early, so that 
they can claim the deduction 
on their 2017 tax returns. 


Who is most affected 
by the new law? 
Homeowners who itemize 
their deductions. 


Homeowners who pay 
more than $10,000 a year in 
property taxes, or more than 

$10,000 a year in property 
and state taxes. 


County officials decided to extend 
the hours they will accept prepay- 
ments on 2018 property taxes and set 
up the county’s website to take pay- 
ments online. 

As of late Wednesday, Hennepin 
County had received $47 million in 
prepaid property taxes. In compari- 
son, the county received about $6 mil- 
lion in prepayments in all of 2016. 

Nearly 500 people have been com- 
ing in person each day to prepay their 
taxes, said Derrick Hodge, the coun- 
ty’s resident services administrative 
manager in the Property Tax Division. 

“Tt’s the most excited I’ve seen peo- 
ple come in and pay taxes,” he said. 
One example was taxpayer David 
Anderson, who had a fairly hefty 
check in hand on the advice of his 
accountant — and said he was happy 


See TAXES on A12 > 


Minnesota taxes: State Department of Revenue sets income limits, brackets for 2018 taxes. D1 


Skyway patrols, app to guide fans in urban labyrinth 


By JOHN REINAN 
john.reinan@startribune.com 


Thousands of Super Bowl 
visitors are about to experi- 
ence a downtown Minneapolis 
rite of passage: getting lost inthe 
skyways. 

But planners for the big event 
have strategies to get perplexed 
partiers to their destinations, 
including an army of volunteer 
guides anda specially designed 
phone navigation app. 

“You kind of know that look,” 
Steve Cramer said with a laugh, 
referring to the puzzled expres- 
sions on the faces of skyway 
newbies as they try to plot a 
route. “It’s an intricate system, 


not always intuitive. And for 
folks not from the community, 
it’s all brand-new.” 

It’s Cramer’s job to make 
things easier. He co-leads anarm 
of the Super Bowl Host Commit- 
tee charged with “wayfinding,” 
a fancy word for helping people 
get from Point A to Point Bwitha 
minimum of fuss and confusion. 

It’s not a slam-dunk. Even 
longtime skyway users some- 
times find themselves adrift. 

“T still get lost!” said Arianna 
Gomes, a downtown Minne- 
apolis worker for three years. 
“But I love them. They keep 
you warm.” 

Larry Chevalier, a commer- 

See SKYWAY on A8 > 


ANTHONY SOUFFLE « anthony.souffle@startribune.com 
With thousands of Super Bowl fans encountering the skyway 
system in Minneapolis, plans are being made to help guide them. 


Hard line 
on China 
trade may 
be costly 


Trump crackdown could 
affect large China export 
market in Minnesota. 


By DAVID J. LYNCH 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON - The Trump 
administration is setting the 
stage to unveil tough new trade 
penalties against China early 
next year, moving closer to an 
oft-promised crackdown that 
some U.S. business executives 
fear will ignite a costly battle. 

Corporate officials and ana- 
lysts closely tracking trade 
policy said that President Don- 
ald Trump is expected to take 
concrete actions on disputes 
involving China within weeks. 

Trump is due by the end of 
January to render his first deci- 
sion in response to petitions 
from U.S. companies seeking 
tariffs or import quotas on Chi- 
nese solar panels and washing 
machines manufactured in 
China and its neighbors. 

US. trade officials in both 
cases have determined that 
domestic manufacturers have 
been injured by surging imports 
and have recommended that he 
erect new trade barriers. 

China is Minnesota’s biggest 
export market outside North 
America, according to the state 
Department of Employment 
and Economic Development. 
Companies in the state sold $615 
million of goods to customers 
in China during the third quar- 
ter, including $173 million worth 
of machinery and $167 million 
worth of medical equipment. 

Trump could also order new 
limits on Chinese investment in 
the U.S. or raise tariffs unilater- 
ally — a likely violation of U.S. 
commitments to the World 
Trade Organization — pend- 
ing the outcome of a broader 

See TRUMP on A4> 


Tech industry 
is rethinking 
health care 


Smartphones and apps give 
consumers direct access. 


By NATASHA SINGER 
New York Times 


When Daniel Poston, a 
second-year medical student 
in New York, opened the App 
Store on his iPhone a couple of 
weeks ago, he was astonished to 
see an app for anew heart study 
prominently featured. 

Patients often learn about 
new research studies through 
in-person conversations with 
their doctors. But not only 
did this study, run by Stan- 
ford University, use a smart- 
phone to recruit consumers, 
it was financed by Apple. And 
it involved using an app on the 
Apple Watch to try to identify 
irregular heart rhythms. 

Intrigued, Poston, who 
already owned an Apple Watch, 
registered for the heart study 
right away. “It’s not inconceiv- 
able, by the time I graduate 
from medical school,” Poston 
said, “that the entire practice of 
medicine can be revolutionized 
by technology.” 

Apple, Google, Microsoft 
and other tech giants have 

See HEALTH on A8 > 
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